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From the Top of The Mast
Susan Greco, Commodore
While we can’t promise you the “moon” this June, we can
promise that SJRYC has set the stage for you to escape into pure
enjoyment, be it boating, swimming or socializing! Whether you
want musical entertainment including the annual Summer Solstice
for teens, Rhumbline Bar relaxation with friends, sun and swim at
the pool, sail racing, yard play, food and beverage specials, your
Club has it! Continue reading the June Bilge for all the details including what has been happening behind the scenes to make your
SJRYC experience the BEST!.
The 2016 Member Handbook is ready for pick-up at the Club
and we’ve already signed-up applicants for our 2017 wait-list. You
can use your handbook to contact your member friends, and/or reference our By-Laws, House and Pool Rules, Dock Policy, Private
Party Policy, Officers, Committees and a short Club history, just to
highlight some of the handbook’s wealth of information.
This month the Queen’s Cup Committee will put the finishing
touches on all the plans for this great storied sail race that begins
on July 1 at the South Shore Yacht Club in Milwaukee and finishes
right here at the SJRYC in the early morning hours of July 2.
There’s still time to sign-up to Volunteer with your fellow members/
friends to help make this Club-money-making event a huge success!
If you’re interested in boating and on-the-water fun that includes
kayaks, canoes, paddle boards and dinghies, Fleet Vice Commodore Louie Tremblay has more details in her Bilge article about
“Jim’s Navy”. Several women also have asked me about putting
together a women’s sailing group, so contact Louie or me if you’re
intrigued by the thought as we’re going to set a meeting very soon.
Your best source of information about the Club is on our website at www.sjryc.com. The first Wednesday night Spring Series sail
race is documented on the website as “…a wild and woolly opening
race…” by Ken Zimmerman and Jim Schrager. It’s a great article!
Make sure to read the weekly e-blast that goes out to all Members
each Monday morning that spotlights the events and food specials
for the week and other upcoming events.
While we honored our fallen heroes on Memorial Day, we ask
that you keep all of today’s Military Members and Veterans in your
thoughts and offer them support in your own special way!
See you on-the-water, at the Rhumbline, or at the CLUB!

LET’S GET SOCIAL
June 1st
Spring Series Race #3
June 2nd
Cuba Presentation
June 3rd
Night Navigation Race #4
to South Haven
June 4th
Cowboy Danny Dine
June 8th
Spring Series Race #5
June 10th-11th
South Haven Rendezvous
June 15th
Swim Meet
Spring Series Race #6
June 16th
SJRYC Board Meeting
June 19th
Fathers Day Picnic
June 22nd
Swim Meet
Spring Series Race #7
June 25th
Summer Solstice
June 29th
Swim Meet
Spring Series Race #8
June 30th
Queens Cup Volunteer Event

Fleet Report
Louie Tremblay, Fleet Vice Commodore
Greetings everyone! It looks like Spring might hang around for a while! I hope everyone takes advantage
and gets outside for some long needed Vitamin D from the Sun! The first race of the Season, Spring Series
Race #1 was held on Wednesday May 18th. Unfortunately, it was not much of a warm and sunny day. Below is
an account of the race written and provided by Jim Schrager, Fleet Captain and Ken Zimmerman, Race Committee Chair.

The SJRYC Windward Sheet, vol. 2016, issue #1
Welcome back on the water for the 2016 SJRYC Spring Series.
It was a gorgeous spring day for our first race of the year, but the wind blew harder and longer than expected. Winds were 10-14 knots, out of the NNE, with 1- 2 foot waves on the lake. Even though the Race Committee boat had been fully serviced by the marina, it refused to start. So we had fourteen boats out in the lake,
most with just their main sails up, zipping around at high speed, listening intently to the radio. Ken Zimmerman
tried everything, even asking for someone to bring an extra battery for a jump start, but nothing worked.
What to do when the RC boat won’t start? Ken Z and Patrick Nelson had an idea...a Jackrabbit Start. Over
the radio, Patrick explained how it works. We decided on a single start for both sections with a triangle course
and a finish through the pier heads. Patrick noted two rules for the start: 1) Don’t pass the Jackrabbit boat before
the start time; and 2) Don’t hit the Jackrabbit boat! Patrick graciously agreed to volunteer to be the Jackrabbit.
The start would be off the southern tip of the South Pier, with an imaginary line extending at 90 degrees off
the pier head. One good thing about this plan was we had a very long starting line—for a change. It worked out
quite well with only the most brave skippers going in near the pier and most other boats spreading out watching
the clock and Captain Blood.
Patrick had another trick up his sleeve that was really a smart idea. He decided to set himself inside the
channel, just North of the South pier, for his run to the starting line. This gave him a clear shot at starting the
fleet and having a much needed bit of separation between his boat and the rest of the fleet. It worked with just a
few boats tightly packed near the pier and most spread out further South, with clear air to start in.
Gint Kiraitis on his new Farr 395, Imagine, had an excellent start and began to power away. Close behind
was Wellenreiter, the Farr 395 sistership and frequent SJRYC BotY. Bill Born’s Distraction and Captain Blood
were also in the mix and stayed close to these fast moving freight trains.
Over in JaM, Carrera and Gordon Dill’s Silver Arrow were in different lanes, but both moving at about the
same speed. Jim Grant onboard his beautifully restored Islander 37 Infinity, was in the middle of the line but
making good speed. As we neared the layline for the first leg, the big boys in Spinn tacked first, as most tried to
make the first mark on the beat leg with just one tack. Many of us followed them and at the mark, we got a
chance to see who had done well. No surprise for us on Carrera that Gordon Dill had held his own, but rather
that Infinity had found a very fast path to the first mark. Although we were too busy to time them as they rounded, our guess is they actually won the beat leg. Not bad for a new boat, in their first race of the year.
Rounding the mark we all headed into the setting sun looking for the next mark. The two big Farr 395s, with
Bill Born’s Mumm 36 right in the mix, had to decide if it made sense to fly a chute or not. Imagine did, and had
some trouble with it, placing them well South of the mark. Welly set off in hot pursuit and also steered their Farr
way too far South (sorry folks, couldn’t resist that one). Bill Born thought better of that and went straight for the
mark. Everyone behind these leaders had to decide if they wanted to go South or North of the projected mark.
When we got there, it was exactly where it was supposed to be. Special thanks to Bill Born and his crew
on Distraction for building the marks and getting them in the water in what was not the best of conditions.

The second leg found Welly and Imagine actually turning around and heading back out to the mark, after
going too far South. We on Carrera have been there/done that as well, and in our fleet it is very hard to win
when you’ve missed a mark by that much. At the second mark, there was one boat on the move, Dr. Stuart’s J105 Attitude. The J-105s love to reach in a breeze, and Dr. Stuart did a masterful job of making that boat fly.
As we all headed for the pier heads to finish, it might have looked like a parade, but there are important tactics to be played when keeping your air clean. We on Carrera were inching by Captain Blood as we rounded
the mark close to them but a bit out to windward. Patrick saw this, picked a spot he liked, and quickly ducked
our stern to place himself in clean air. The same thing went on all through the pack, as boats fought for lanes
where they could sail unimpeded.
In the end, the tough sailors on Cynthia were the winners, with Dr. Stuart’s J-105 just behind them in second place. Distraction came in third place. The other five Spinn boats battling for fourth place, raced to correct
within about a minute of each other: Captain Blood, then Elixir, Silk, Imagine, and Zot. Back in JaM, Carrera
saved their time over Silver Arrow, with Water Blue finishing ahead of Infinity.
Some lessons we took away from this opening race: 1) Have a dedicated crew member act as radio
operator during the starting procedure. This should not be the person driving the boat. It needs to be someone
able to be down below in rough weather (my crew yells at me if I try to listen to the radio when I should be driving). The SJRYC sail program makes extensive use of radio communications, so find a crew member to specialize in this function. 2) Have that person write down the course and any special instructions. Don’t try to remember them. 3) Everyone sailing on the boat needs to have all eyes on the other boats. This is especially important in heavy air, where the wind is noisy and there are lots of boats sailing fast nearby.
It was a wild and woolly opening race, but a good way to start the season, realizing that expecting the unexpected is a part of every outing. We took note of who looks fast as we all try to remember everything we forgot
from last year. A special welcome to our two new boats that raced with us, Imagine and Infinity, both of which
showed lots of promise in their maiden outings.
We’ll see you all next Wednesday night on the water... Ken Zimmerman & Jim Schrager
Jam Fleet Results
Pos S
Boat
7
Carrera
1
3
Silver Arrow
2
4
Windspirit
3
1
Infinity
4
2
Waterblue
5

RSkipper

Corrected

1

9 James Schrager

00:31:51

1

1 Gordon Dill

00:32:56

2

2 Keith Sawyer

00:37:31

3

1 Jim Grant

00:39:32

4

1 Michael and Jim Kowrach and Mc Gee

00:49:08

5

Total
1
2
3
4
5

Spin Fleet Results
Pos S
Boat
6
Cynthia
1
2
Attitude
2
3
Distraction
3
4
Captain Blood
4
0
Elixir
5
5
SILK
6
3
IMAGINE
7
4
Zot
8
3
Wellenreiter
9

RSkipper

Corrected

1

1 Andy Grootendorst

00:31:27

1

8 Stuart Boekeloo

00:32:17

2

5 William Born

00:32:53

3

7 Patrick Nelson

00:33:55

4

1 Ron Groth

00:34:01

5

8 Judson Brown

00:34:15

6

2 gintaras karaitis

00:34:28

7

9 Jonathan Veersma

00:34:48

8

3 Gregory Weykamp

00:35:16

Total
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Fleet Report continued...
Louie Tremblay, Fleet Vice Commodore
UPCOMING EVENTS:

 The South Haven Rendezvous is scheduled for Friday June 10th and Saturday June 11th.
 The Queens Cup Race sponsored by the Milwaukee South Shore Yacht Club will start in Milwaukee, WI on
Friday, July 1st. The South Shore Yacht Club is currently accepting applications to race. Last I looked 71
boats were signed up. Also, don’t for get to sign up to volunteer for this exciting event at the Club. The signup sheets are posted in the Club lobby.
Note: We need experienced boaters for Inspection, Docking and Rafting. Areas include the Arbore
atum, Yacht Club, Junior Foundation, and West Basin...YOU DO NOT NEED TO BE A MEMBER TO VOL
UNTEER! More information to come in the weekly E-Blasts!

 The Chicago Regatta, scheduled for Sunday July 3rd is a fund raiser for the Comer’s Children’s Hospital at
the University of Chicago.

 The Tri-State Regatta is scheduled for Friday September 2nd, with the Racers arriving in Saint Joe early
Saturday morning. This event is so much fun! Be sure to volunteer so you can enjoy the whole experience!

Jim’s Navy

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT:

We are looking for Recruits!
(no physical required)
Are you interested in playing on the water?
Then you need to join Jim’s Navy!
We are recruiting individuals and families who like to play
with dinghy’s, kayaks, canoes and paddleboards!
If you are interested in joining or just want to find out what’s going on,
send an e-mail to “Admiral Jim” at: benthamjames@att.net

Lighted Boat Parade
The City of St. Joe is excited to announce the return of the Lighted Boat Parade!
Presented by: Pier 1000 Marina & St. Joseph Today.
Please join us with your boat and your crew on Saturday, July 16 at 10pm as boats parade
in the St. Joseph River at the close of the 2016 SummerFest Music & Microbrews event.
This event will be judged and prizes awarded!

SUMMERFEST & MICROBREWS
Saturday, July 16, 2016
Shadowland Pavilion, Silver Beach, St. Joseph, MI 49085
For more information check out http://smso.org
St. Joe Fleet ROCKS!!! Let’s ROLL!!!

Saint Joseph Junior Foundation – Sailing School
Karen Laetz

SJJF Spring Celebratory Dinner
Tim Sizer and Dion Globensky hosted a Spring Sailing Celebratory Dinner at Timothy’s Restaurant in Union
Pier. Over 150 friends joined us for a wonderful dinner and evening. A big thanks to the many yacht club
members who joined us. Special thanks goes to Cindy and Mike Kinney for organizing the event and Beth
Bentham for providing the beautiful flower arrangements. Your support empowers us!

Social Committee Report
Cathy Cawley
Five Wednesdays in June creates a great opportunity for you to join the 38 Club members who have accepted the Euchre Challenge. We have played every Wednesday evening since the 7th of April, and plan to recess
June 29th to enjoy other Club activities. Wednesday evenings are also the night our Club and community sailors
pass the Club Rhumbline on their way out to the Lake to compete in their own challenge. We will be back to the
Euchre Challenge on October 5th, playing every Wednesday through December 28th, when the 2016 Club Euchre Challenge Champion will be announced. You will find us on the 2nd floor of the Club in our chairs and
ready to play by 7pm. Some of us have played euchre for years, and some just started. We play 7 rounds, with
a new partner each round, ending at 9pm. We're having a great time! Come join the fun.
On June 2nd at 7pm on the 3rd floor, Club members Dr. Mary Anderson and Bill Rathe will present a slide
show about their November 2015 trip to Cuba. Caryl Olson, friend and travel agent, will assist with an informative narrative of their adventure. Come enjoy a very enlightening view of Cuba through Mary and Bills eyes.
Cowboy Danny Dine with his acoustic guitar and story telling lyrics will entertain us on Saturday, June 4th
starting at 7pm in the Keeper's Bar. Grilled NY Strip steaks will top the special menu that evening. Come to the
Club early and enjoy a delicious meal, followed by music for listening and/or dancing. Texas Two-step anyone?
Rendezvous with other Club members in South Haven Michigan on the weekend of June 10th and 11th.
Slips are being reserved for our Club boaters at the Municipal Marina, Riverside/South. Call 269-637-3171 to
make your reservation. Let them know you are with our group so we will have slips near one another. We plan
to picnic on the banks of the Black River on Friday the 10th at 7pm. Bring a dish to share and your picnic utensils. Saturday night we have reservations at the South Haven Yacht Club. Cocktails and dinner at 7pm. The Municipal Marina is a short walk to many activities including downtown shopping, the Farmers Market, the Center
for the Arts, the Maritime Museum, and lots more! No boat, no problem. Just email cathycawley@comcast.net or
text her at 269-313-0792 and she will include you in Friday or Saturday plans, or both.
Hey Dads, don't do your own grilling on Father's Day! Let our staff do it for you. The pool is open and the
Rhumbline Bar will be serving members and their guest. Come on down by the River and enjoy your family
while you relax and have fun. Buffet menu will include BBQ chicken, brats, hot dogs, coleslaw, potato salad, watermelon, corn on the cob and cookies. Weather permitting, the buffet will be served outside from 1-4pm.
Younger members of the St. Joe River Yacht Club and their invited guest will celebrate the longest day of
the year, June 25th at the 3rd Annual Summer Solstice Party. A party designed for entering 9th grade students
to 20 year olds. They will enjoy dancing, food and fun under the stars. Formal dress code is expected. Starting at 8:30pm with last dance around 11:30pm. Tickets, which were sold to sponsors and a limited number of
individual tickets, are required to enter the party. Come dance the night away and have a Ball!
On Thursday, June 30th members signed up to assist with the Queen's Cup Party and Race are invited to
attend a Volunteer Night. If you haven't signed up yet, there are still slots open to help your Club shine. This is
our first year to be chosen as the Michigan finish line and party destination for this major sailing competition, and
our largest undertaking to date. We will need all hands on deck to make it the success our Club is known for.
SJRYC, the best Yacht Club on the Great Lakes, has what it takes...great location, beautiful view, historic well
maintained facilities, terrific staff and the willingness of the membership to kick in and help when asked.
The Queen's Cup Race will start in Milwaukee, WI on Friday July 1st, arriving in St. Joe the morning of July
2nd. Volunteers will be on site and ready to welcome them. Specific areas where help is needed include: id
checks, ticket sales, transportation, merchandise sales, beer truck and wine tent sales, the Rhumbline Bar, food
assistance, and the list goes on, but so does the fun! At 2pm, Steve Forseman will entertain at the Rhumbline
with easy listening music. The main attraction for the evening is a group of musicians who have brought many of
their followers to our larger events for years. Libido Funk Circus has supplied the SJRYC with just what most
party goers love. You can dance and sing along or you can just watch. Party to the extreme!

Social Committee Report continued...
Cathy Cawley
On Saturday, the 16th of July, SJRYC will participate as a planned destination in the Wolf Dinghy Run. We
will be open to the public for this community event from 1-3pm that afternoon. Starting at 6pm this same date,
Micheal Hulett will entertain our members and their guest on the lawn. Many of our Club members follow him
and his performances, and rave at his ability. This is Micheal's first time to perform at the SJRYC, so come on
down and see what he has to offer. A very laid back evening is planned, so bring your lawn chair or blanket
and enjoy a boxed dinner prepared by our staff while you enjoy the music. Then, just when you think the day
is done, right around dusk, Pier 1000 Marina & St. Joseph Today are sponsoring a Lighted Boat Parade. You
can participate in the parade or you can watch from the Club. Come enjoy the decorated water-going vessels
and guess which will win best boat in the parade.
Dixieland Band! Yes, that is the plan for July 30th. Our staff has a Low Country Boil on the menu to help
you get in the mood for great entertainment by a 7 piece Down South Sound. You'll think you’re in New Orleans, but you'll have a much better view.
Sundays are a great day to use the Club for a brunch/lunch destination in the Keeper's Bar. No waiting for
a seat, make your own Bloody Mary, and enjoy a relaxing meal. Then you can stroll out on the lawn toward
the Rhumblime and enjoy the many boats and other water craft coming and going out to the Lake.
Summer is a very busy time for our staff and members. Lot's to do and so little time! Don’t let summer
slip away. Be an active participator in the Best Yacht Club on the Great Lakes! And don’t forget to use our
Club website, SJRYC.com, to check for dates and times of various activities.

Manager’s Report
Joann L. Kavanaugh
Welcome Summer!
The long wait is over...the pool and Rhumbline Bar are finally open and ready for the busy summer season. Let’s also welcome our returning summer staff, Brittany and Victoria. We are glad they chose to join us
again after a successful year in college. You may have also some new faces in the dining room. Please say
hello to our newest members of the wait staff team, Nick, Lexi and Cassidy. The kitchen is also gearing up
and we have a few new crew members, Aaron, Jake and Teara. Our SJRYC staff make it happen every day,
so let’s give them all a round of applause!
Starting in June be ready to visit the club for $2 Tuesdays when we will feature drink, wine and small plate
appetizer specials starting at $2 each. This feature will last throughout the summer, so check the weekly EBlast for the feature of the week.
Last year we introduced casual, outdoor Friday evening buffets by the Rhumbline Bar. This was such a
hit, we are offering them again this summer. Weather permitting, beginning Friday, June 3rd we will dish up a
“Build Your Own” Chicago style hot dog bar at $6 per person. TGIF Buffets will still be available indoors on
the 2nd floor every Friday from 6-8pm!
See you at the club!

Membership Update
Kathy Grootendorst, Director
The 2016 Handbook is ready for pick up at the Club. They will not be mailed out, so be sure to pick yours
up the next time you visit. Just ask any staff member for your copy.
Also, check your contact information in the Handbook and if there are any errors or omissions, or something you would like changed under your listing, please let me know by an email, membership@sjryc.com, or
give me a call at 269-252-5144. I will update the Master list.
The wait list is now growing for 2017, so if you know anyone interested in becoming a member of SJRYC,
this would be a great time for them to get their wait list application in. The form can be found on our web site
as a quick link, or they can pick up a form at the Club. The form can be emailed or dropped off at the Club.

House and Grounds Update
Gene Weil and Dave Hertog, Directors
Step one (tower area) of the masonry work/repair on the Yacht club is completed. This maintenance and
repair will continue over the next few years on the entire building. This is a necessary process to prevent
brick/masonry problems in future years. The work involves repairing cracked and missing mortar and sealing
brick/mortar.
The outdoor water and sprinklers have been activated and are ready to go for the Rhumbline and lawn. In
addition, about volunteers cleaned the Rhumbline on April 30th. It took about 3 hours in cold and wet conditions. Thanks to Joe & Anne Klochan, Laurie Canfield & Ray, Jim & Beth Bentham, Jud Brown, Steve Breunling, Gale & Cathy Cawley, Fred Coon, Tom Zellers, Carolee Seymor, Sue Howe, and Sue Hertog. Thanks
also to Mike Kinney, Gale Cawley and Andy Grootendorst for lending their power washers.
In the Keepers Bar, the burgee’s were taken down, pictures were taken for catalog, and they were
cleaned, ironed, and rehung...over 30hours of work by Anne Odden, Catherine Thomas, Carolee Seymor,
and Sue Hertog.
Over 20 hours of work has already been put into the planting and cleaning of gardens and pots around the
Club by Sharon Schmidt and Shirley Abraham. In addition, one garden was redesigned to includes herbs and
vegetables to be used by the kitchen staff. Planting of the flower pots is next. All should be completed by Memorial Day.
Numerous minor repairs and maintenance have also been completed as needed.
Clubhouse Hours

Galley Hours

Rhumbline Hours

Pool Hours

Monday Closed

Monday Closed

Monday 12-9pm

Monday 12-9pm

Tuesday 11:30-10pm

Tuesday 11:30-9pm

Tuesday 12-9pm

Tuesday 12-9pm

Wednesday 11:30-11pm

Wednesday 11:30-10pm

Wednesday 12-10pm

Wednesday 12-9pm

Thursday 11:30-10pm

Thursday 11:30-9pm

Thursday 12-9pm

Thursday 12-9pm

Friday 11:30-11pm

Friday 11:30-9pm

Friday 12-10pm

Friday 12-9pm

Saturday 12-10pm

Saturday 12:00-9pm

Saturday 12:00-9pm

Saturday 11-9pm

Sunday 12-6pm

Sunday 12-5pm

Sunday 12-8pm

Sunday 12-8pm

Swim Team Report
Julie Migala, Director
The summer swim season is just around the corner, and we are all set to open the pool on the evening of
Friday, May 27. After opening Friday evening, the pool will be open the entire Memorial Day Weekend, normal pool hours from noon to 9pm. We are very much looking forward to a fun-filled family weekend!
Coach Paul Hirn and Head Swim Mom Maria Jordan have been busy getting organized for the River Rats
Swim Team summer season. We welcome Andrew Wells as the new assistant coach. Andrew was a star
swimmer on the SJHS swim team for four years, and recently completed his freshman year at Western Michigan University. So far, about 50 swimmers have already signed up and it looks like it’s going to be a great
season! Evening swim practice begins Tuesday, May 31 thru Friday, June 3 from 5-6:30pm, and then again
Monday, June 6 thru Friday, June 10. Regular morning swim practice begins Monday, June 13. If you would
like more information about signing up your children for the swim team, please contact Maria Jordan at
swimmom@sjryc.com or Paul Hirn at swimcoach@sjryc.com.
This year we will have two Head Lifeguards, Hunter Bard and Blaine Warmbein, both veteran lifeguards of
SJRYC. Besides them, we have a full staff of several returning as well as a few new lifeguards. The full list of
regular and substitute lifeguards this summer is: Hunter Bard, Blaine Warmbein, Olivia Clancy, Jeff Coard,
Larkin Johnson, Chris Klusendorf, Annie Klusendorf, Luke Linscheid, Georgia Warmbein, Donovan Cool, Max
Kelly, Eric Maddix, Lindsay Marohn, Megan Montgomery, and Karissa White. We welcome all of you and we
look forward to a safe, healthy, and fun summer at the pool!
Again this summer, we will offer morning lap swim, free of charge, from 6:30-8am Mondays, Wednesdays,
and Fridays. Come on down for a beautiful morning workout while watching the sun rise over our beautiful
town! See you at the pool soon!

Treasurer’s Report
Gale Cawley
With the busiest time of the Club’s year coming up, the financial end of getting ready has been shaping up
without any major hitches. The biggest costs incurred have been associated with our beautiful old building.
Well over $20,000 has been spent on repairs...tuck pointing and sealing of the building’s brick surface, roof
repairs, replacing the dish washer in the kitchen, and getting the pool ready for this summer's use. The dish
washer was on it's last leg, and rather than spend the $30,000 price being asked for a new commercial grade
washer, the board opted to lease one for a considerable advantage in cash flow in the expense column.
Thank goodness for all of the volunteers who have contributed their time and labor to get the club ready.
Had we been required to pay contractors and service industries for all of the work done, the costs would have
been prohibitive. We also need to recognize our members who have service businesses that give us a break
on costs and accommodations in time and timeliness of their help. Thank you for all of your efforts, and keep
up the good work of making our club one of the best on the Great Lakes.
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